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SUBJECT: BASE DISCUSSIONS: VOA, REGIONAL RELAY, AMERICAN CEMETERY 
REF: (A) MANILA 1056; (B) STATE 17322 

1 . IT WILL BE RECALLED THAT IT HAS BEEN AGREED USG POLICY 
SINCE 1976 TO WORK OUT SATISFACTORY ARRANGEMENTS FOR VOA, 

REGIONAL RELAY AND AMERICAN CEMETERY THROUGH EXCHANGE OF 
NOTES AT MOST APPROPRIATE OCCASION IN COURSE OF BASE 
DISCUSSIONS. WE SEE CLEAR ADVANTAGE IN HAVING OUR 
FORMAL NOTES ON THESE SUBJECTS ON THE TABLE AS WE MOVE TO 
DISCUSS WITH THE GOP THE NOTES AND IMPLEMENTING ARRANGEMENTS 
AMENDING THE MBA. WE SEE FOLLOWING FACTORS AS SIGNIFICANT: 

A) MARCOS HAS EXPRESSLY PROVIDED US WITH AN 
OPPORTUNITY NOW TO PUT THESE INSTALLATIONS ON A FIRMER 
LONG-TERM FOOTING. WHILE WE DO NOT FORESEE PROBLEMS IN 
THE DAYS AHEAD WHICH MIGHT GIVE MARCOS' PAUSE IN CARRYING 
THROUGH ON HIS EXPRESSED WILLINGNESS TO EXCHANGE NOTES 
ON THESE INSTALLATIONS, THAT POSSIBILITY CANNOT BE 
TOTALLY DISCOUNTED. 

B ) BREAKING THESE INSTALLATIONS FREE FROM THE 
BASE ISSUE AT THIS TIME WOULD ALLOW US TO HOLD THE 
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FOCUS OF OUR ONGOING WORK TO THE PRIMARY BASE ISSUES. 

FOR EXAMPLE, THE TASK OF WORKING OUT THE DIPLOMATIC NOTE, 

MAPS AND DRAFT IMPLEMENTING ARRANGEMENTS WOULD BE EASIER 
AND LESS CLUTTERED IF THE NOTES ON THE VOA AND REGIONAL 
RELAY WERE SIGNED BEFOREHAND. 

C) IN SPECIFIC REGARD TO VOA, THE AMBASSADOR MUST 
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SOON INFORM THE GOP OF VOA PLANS TO CONSTRUCT TWO 
ADDITIONAL TRANSMITTERS AT TINANG (OUTSIDE THE CLARK 
RESERVATION). AT THAT TIME HE WOULD LIKE TO BE ABLE 
TO INDICATE THAT WE ARE IN THE PROCESS OF CLARIFYING 
THROUGH EXCHANGE OF DIPLOMATIC NOTES THE STATUS OF THE 
VOA FACILITIES AT THE MILITARY BASES. 

2. SINCE ALL THESE INSTALLATIONS ARE PERIPHERAL TO THE 
MAIN ISSUES CONCERNING THE BASES, WE CONTINUE TO SEE 
CLEAR ADVANTAGES IN MOVING AHEAD WITH THE NOTES NOW. 

NEWSOM 
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